
New, tougher laws on mobile 
phone use behind the wheel 
were introduced from 1st 
March, including six penalty 
points and a £200 fine

HGV drivers should be 
forced to use commercial sat-
navs and fined if they ignore 
height and weight restrictions, 

according to councils

Campaigners are calling for 
truck drivers to receive 
fast-track treatment for a 
sleeping condition that 
 causes road accidents

Drivers’ hours has once again 
topped the DVSA’s list of most 
offences, with1,532 cases  
reported during 2015/16
and almost 1400 convictions
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Traffic Commissioners 
acting graciously
We regularly see operators called to public inquiry who need 
to apply for an extension to their licence to meet financial 
standing or to be allowed time to appoint a new transport 
manager. The Office of the Traffic Commissioner has recently 
been reminding licence holders that a time period called a 
'period of grace' can only be granted for a maximum of six 
months and that months and that financial standing or transport manager issues 
always have to be remedied before any period of grace ends. 
 
A period of grace is very much at the discretion of the Traffic Commissioner and they have to be seen to strike a balance 
between allowing an operator time to put matters right and ensuring that there is a level playing field for operators who 
continue to meet the mandatory requirements for operator licensing. Operators are now being warned their licences could 
be revoked if mandatory requirements are not met when the period of grace allowed expires, and that a period of grace is not 
automaticalautomatically to be given.

This reminder follows the withdrawal of an appeal by Albany Waste Services against an order to revoke the company’s licence. 
It failed to comply even after being allowed a four month period of grace to show financial standing and professional 
competence was granted by the Traffic Commissioner. The Upper Tribunal refused to stay that decision pending any appeal.
 

Read more overleaf
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News in Brief

Our blog is updated weekly 
on all matters  road transport, 
to keep you updated with the 
latest developments in 
legislation,and help you stay 
on the right side of the law. 

Operators have been warned that HGVs parked 
over verges and footways in West Sussex will 
be issued with penalty charge notices, 
regardless of whether there are waiting 
restrictions in place or not.

An emissions surcharge on older vehicles 
in London that do not meet Euro 4 
standards and due to be introduced in 
October 2017 has been welcomed by 
freight groups.

DVLA figures indicate that the number of drivers
caught driving while banned has increased by 
7.5%, with 14,500 caught without a licence in 2016.

Front page article continued

Kent county council wants a series of small, 
“intelligently placed” truck stops set up 
across the county to relieve the problem 
of illegal parking and improve safety.

 

Although the company nominated a replacement CPC holder, it did so only after the period of grace had expired, and the Traffic 
Commissioner remained to be satisfied that professional competence would be met. In addition, no further financial evidence 
was received. This meant that as the maximum period of grace time had expired, the company’s licence had to be revoked.
 
This case illustrates that Traffic commissioners shall not approve periods of grace simply to put off revocation for a few more 
monthsmonths. Any extra time is always granted so that operators can actively secure the future of their licence and demonstrate 
continuing commitment to compliance with the licensing regime.
 
If you require help with your operator’s licence or are called to appear before a Traffic Commissioner for any reason please 
contact us.
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Earned Recognition Update 

New, tougher laws on mobile phone use behind the wheel 
are introduced this month.

Anyone caught using a mobile device at the wheel runs the 
risk of being fined £200 and issued with six penalty points.

There will be no option to take a driver improvement course.
The new rules are intended to come down hard on drivers 
fflouting the rules and putting lives at risk on the road.

Figures published by the RAC’s Report on Motoring 2016 
showed that the number of drivers who own up to using a 
hand-held mobile phone has increased from 8% in 2014, to 
31%.

The police have also sounded a warning to drivers believing 
they are able to rely on hands-free technology instead.

Although it Although it remains legal to use a hands-free phone while 
driving, if the police suspect you are distracted then you can 
be stopped and are at risk of prosecution for failing to have 
proper control of a vehicle, or for careless or dangerous driving.

Sergeant Gary Roper of West Yorkshire Police’s Roads 
Policing Support Unit says:“The risks associated with using a 
phone while behind the wheel are very clear. Any driver will 
be distbe distracted by a phone call or text message, it affects the 
ability to concentrate and anticipate the road ahead, putting 
the driver and other road users at risk.”

The DVSA will be providing an update on its earned recognition 
scheme at a conference in May.

The agency’s head of enforcement policy, Gordon MacDonald, 
will give a presentation on how plans for its next generation 
enforcement policy are proceeding, at the Microlise Transport 
event in Coventry.

TThe scheme requires operators to share all their information with 
the DVSA in order to demonstrate compliance.

It is designed to differentiate between companies that consistently 
breach the rules and those that commit minor or very infrequent 
infringements.

Despite an announcement last year by the DVSA that it expects to 
roll out the earned recognition scheme in 2017, many questions 
rremain about how it will work in practice.

The free-to-attend conference takes place at the Ricoh Arena on 
17 May.

Councils Insist on 
Commercial Sat-Nav Use
HGV drivers should be forced to use commercial sat-navs 
and fined if they ignore height and weight restrictions, 
according to councils.

The Local Government Association (LGA) says a minority of 
drivers are relying on cheaper sat-navs designed for cars 
and are ending up down unsuitable roads.

It points to a spate of incidents in It points to a spate of incidents in which lorries have caused 
chaos, including the closure of a historic bridge in Marlow, 
Bucks after £200,000 worth of a damage was caused when a 
driver reportedly drove a truck 10 times the structure’s 
weight limit over it.

“The government must start taking this issue more seriously 
and give councils the legislative tools to help their 
communities and other motocommunities and other motorists,” says LGA transport 
spokesman Councillor Martin Tett.

“It is common sense that all lorry drivers should use satnavs 
designed for trucks, but this is only going to become a 
reality when it is a mandatory requirement.”

However, the RHA says the law doesn’t need changing, 
because using the right sat-nav “is a matter of common 
sense”sense”.

 

Late payment and unrecovered debts 
are persistent problems for businesses. 
They can seriously disrupt cashflow 
and profit, and if left unresolved they 
threaten the profit, viability and survival 
of your business

Debt Recovery Specialists

Contact our Recoveries Manager
Terhi Sygrove for advice today

t.sygrove@rotherasharp.co.uk

0115 910 0600 
www.rotherasharp.co.uk

“We operate with a 
single goal: to help
you get what is right-
fully yours as quickly
and cost effectively
as possible”

Mobile Phone Laws 
Toughen Up
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We’re here to help keep 
you on the road...
Our expert road transport legal team are best 
placed to give you competent and professional
advice on issues such as:

- Obtaining / Preserving an Operator’s Licence
- Defence of Prosecutions
- Representation at Public Inquiry
- Conditions of Carriage
- Contractual Disputes

Freephone 0800 046 3066
e: info@keepmeontheroad.co.uk

Truck drivers should receive fast-track treatment for a 
sleeping condition that increases the chances of them having
a road accident, according to the family of a man killed by a 
sufferer.

The call for public support of the ‘Four Week Wait’ campaign 
came as Nic Tweddell met with HGV drivers Colin Wrighton, 
wwho crashed into a line of stationary traffic on the M62 in 2006, 
killing Twedell’s 25-year-old son Toby.

Wrighton was initially charged with causing death by 
dangerous driving, but the Crown Prosecution Service offered 
no evidence against him when it was revealed he suffered 
from Obstructive Sleep Apnoea Syndrome (OSAS).

The condition is particularly common among middle-aged 
menmen, especially those who are overweight. Studies have 
shown that when a driver with untreated OSAS gets behind the 
wheel of a vehicle, they are between three and nine times 
more likely to have an accident and that this accident is likely 
to be of increased severity.

Campaigners say fast-tracking treatment would encourage 
professional drivers to seek treatment and reduce the number 
of deaths and seof deaths and serious injuries on the roads.

In a joint family statement after the emotional meeting, 
Twedell and his brother-in-law Seb Schmoller said: “We urge 
anyone who cares about this vital issue to write to their MP 
asking that they back the campaign. It takes only a few 
minutes, using https://www.writetothem.com/ service.”

Wrighton says: “When it first happened they were putting all 
the the blame onto me, thinking I’d been using my phone, or 
whether I’d been drinking or whether I’d been taking drugs. 
In my life every day I live with that and there’s not a day goes 
by that I still don’t think about Toby.”

“It needs to be brought out more into the open that it’s a silent 
killer.”

Drivers’ hours has once again topped the DVSA’s list of most 
offences reported during 2015/16, and there were almost 1,400 
convictions.

The agency says there were 1,532 cases of drivers’ hours 
offences reported and the average fine was £119.36.

The second most common offences were tachograph offences, 
ffollowed by driver licence offences and then having no 
O-licence.

Other common offences were overloading and plating & testing.

A reduction in roadside enforcement officers has been an 
industry issue for some time, but in the most recent annual 
report from the traffic commissioners, it was raised as a 
“significant interruption” to the work of the TCs.

FFormer West of England TC Sarah Bell says: “A DVSA decision 
to use front line examiners for testing vehicles, without 
consultation, has caused significant interruption to traffic 
commissioners’ throughput of work. 

“This directly impacts on licence holders and applicants 
awaiting decisions. Of course vehicles need to be tested, but so 
do under-performing operators who present a potential risk.”

Fast-Track Treatment for 
Truckers with Sleeping Condition 

Drivers’ Hours Are 
No. 1 Offence


