
䔀愀爀渀攀搀 刀攀挀漀最渀椀琀椀漀渀 ⴀ 
䘀椀渀愀氀氀礀 挀漀洀椀渀最 琀漀最攀琀栀攀爀㼀 
吀栀攀 䐀嘀匀䄀  栀愀猀 爀攀挀攀渀琀氀礀 洀愀搀攀 愀 昀甀爀琀栀攀爀 愀渀渀漀甀渀挀攀洀攀渀琀 爀攀最愀爀搀椀渀最 
椀琀猀 氀漀渀最 愀眀愀椀琀攀搀 䔀愀爀渀攀搀 刀攀挀漀最渀椀琀椀漀渀 匀挀栀攀洀攀⸀ 䤀琀 栀漀瀀攀猀 琀漀 挀漀渀搀甀挀琀 
愀 昀甀爀琀栀攀爀 愀渀搀 昀椀渀愀氀 瀀椀氀漀琀  椀洀洀椀渀攀渀琀氀礀 眀椀琀栀 愀 瘀椀攀眀 琀漀 爀漀氀氀椀渀最 漀甀琀 琀栀攀 
昀甀氀氀 猀挀栀攀洀攀 椀渀 䄀甀琀甀洀渀 ㈀　㜀⸀

吀栀椀猀 搀漀攀猀 猀漀甀渀搀 猀椀洀椀氀愀爀 琀漀 琀栀攀 瀀漀猀椀琀椀漀渀 氀愀猀琀 礀攀愀爀 眀栀攀渀 眀攀 眀攀爀攀 
愀搀瘀椀猀攀搀 琀栀愀琀 猀挀栀攀洀攀 眀漀甀氀搀 戀攀 眀攀氀氀 攀猀琀愀戀氀椀猀栀攀搀 椀渀 ㈀　㘀Ⰰ 戀甀琀 搀甀攀 
琀漀 琀攀攀琀栀椀渀最 椀猀猀甀攀猀 愀渀搀 挀栀愀渀琀漀 琀攀攀琀栀椀渀最 椀猀猀甀攀猀 愀渀搀 挀栀愀渀最攀猀 椀渀 猀琀爀愀琀攀最礀Ⰰ 琀栀椀猀 眀愀猀 瀀甀琀 戀愀挀欀⸀ 
匀攀瘀攀爀愀氀 伀瀀攀爀愀琀漀爀猀 愀爀攀 挀甀爀爀攀渀琀氀礀 最漀椀渀最 琀栀爀漀甀最栀 琀栀攀 椀渀椀琀椀愀氀 
愀瀀瀀氀椀挀愀琀椀漀渀 昀漀爀 琀栀攀 瀀椀氀漀琀 愀渀搀 琀栀攀爀攀 栀愀猀 戀攀攀渀 愀渀 椀渀瘀椀琀愀琀椀漀渀 昀漀爀 洀漀爀攀 
伀瀀攀爀愀琀漀爀猀 琀漀 瀀甀琀 琀栀攀洀猀攀氀瘀攀猀 昀漀爀眀愀爀搀⸀

䘀漀爀 琀栀漀猀攀 眀栀漀 愀爀攀 甀渀愀眀愀爀攀 漀昀 琀栀攀 猀挀栀攀洀攀Ⰰ 䔀愀爀渀攀搀 刀攀挀漀最渀椀琀椀漀渀 椀猀 䐀嘀匀䄀✀猀 愀琀琀攀洀瀀琀 琀漀 洀愀欀攀 琀栀攀椀爀 挀漀洀瀀氀椀愀渀挀攀 攀渀昀漀爀挀攀洀攀渀琀 洀漀爀攀
攀昀昀椀挀椀攀渀琀Ⰰ 愀氀氀漀挀愀琀椀渀最 洀漀猀琀 爀攀猀漀甀爀挀攀猀 琀漀 琀栀攀 眀漀爀猀琀 漀昀昀攀渀搀攀爀猀⸀ 䌀漀洀瀀氀椀愀渀琀 伀瀀攀爀愀琀漀爀猀 眀栀漀 挀愀渀 搀攀洀漀渀猀琀爀愀琀攀 琀栀攀椀爀 猀琀愀渀搀愀爀搀猀 挀愀渀 戀攀
洀漀渀椀琀漀爀攀搀 椀渀 愀 氀攀猀猀 椀渀琀爀甀猀椀瘀攀 洀愀渀渀攀爀⸀

䘀䘀漀爀 琀栀漀猀攀 洀攀洀戀攀爀猀 漀昀 琀栀攀 匀挀栀攀洀攀Ⰰ 琀栀攀爀攀 眀椀氀氀 戀攀 愀 氀愀爀最攀 爀攀搀甀挀琀椀漀渀 椀渀 爀漀愀搀猀椀搀攀 挀栀攀挀欀猀 昀漀爀 琀栀攀椀爀 瘀攀栀椀挀氀攀猀 愀渀搀 搀爀椀瘀攀爀猀 ⠀愀氀琀栀漀甀最栀 
渀漀琀 琀漀琀愀氀 椀洀洀甀渀椀琀礀⤀⸀ 伀瀀攀爀愀琀漀爀猀 眀椀氀氀 戀攀 爀攀焀甀椀爀攀搀 琀漀 最漀 琀栀爀漀甀最栀 爀椀最漀爀漀甀猀 愀甀搀椀琀椀渀最 瀀爀漀挀攀搀甀爀攀猀 昀漀氀氀漀眀攀搀 戀礀 愀 搀愀琀愀 猀栀愀爀椀渀最
爀攀氀愀琀椀漀渀猀栀椀瀀 眀椀琀栀 琀栀攀 䐀嘀匀䄀⸀ 伀瀀攀爀愀琀漀爀猀 眀椀氀氀 戀攀 爀攀焀甀椀爀攀搀 琀漀 甀猀攀 愀挀挀爀攀搀椀琀攀搀 猀漀昀琀眀愀爀攀 琀漀 甀瀀氀漀愀搀 搀愀琀愀 爀攀最愀爀搀椀渀最 琀栀攀椀爀 瘀攀栀椀挀氀攀猀 愀渀搀 
搀爀椀瘀攀爀猀Ⰰ 搀攀洀漀渀猀琀爀愀琀椀渀最 挀漀渀琀椀渀甀漀甀猀氀礀 琀栀愀琀 琀栀攀礀 洀攀攀琀 琀愀爀最攀琀 欀攀礀 瀀攀爀昀漀爀洀愀渀挀攀 椀渀搀椀挀愀琀漀爀猀 ⠀䬀倀䤀⤀⸀

吀栀攀 䬀倀䤀猀 愀爀攀 瘀攀栀椀挀氀攀 洀愀椀渀琀攀渀愀渀挀攀 愀渀搀 搀爀椀瘀攀爀猀✀ 栀漀甀爀猀⸀ 伀瀀攀爀愀琀漀爀猀 愀爀攀 攀砀瀀攀挀琀攀搀 琀漀 栀愀瘀攀 　　─ 琀椀洀攀氀椀渀攀猀猀 昀漀爀 倀攀爀椀漀搀椀挀 䤀渀猀瀀攀挀琀椀漀渀猀Ⰰ 
眀椀琀栀 愀 琀漀氀攀眀椀琀栀 愀 琀漀氀攀爀愀渀挀攀 漀昀 㔀─ 椀渀昀爀椀渀最攀洀攀渀琀 昀漀爀 搀爀椀瘀攀爀猀✀ 栀漀甀爀猀 挀漀洀瀀氀椀愀渀挀攀⸀ 䐀嘀匀䄀 漀昀昀椀挀攀爀猀 眀椀氀氀 戀攀 漀瀀攀渀 琀漀 搀椀猀挀甀猀猀椀漀渀猀 眀椀琀栀 愀渀礀 昀愀椀氀甀爀攀 
漀昀 琀栀攀 䬀倀䤀猀Ⰰ 愀猀 漀瀀瀀漀猀攀搀 琀漀 椀洀洀攀搀椀愀琀攀 爀攀洀漀瘀愀氀 昀爀漀洀 琀栀攀 猀挀栀攀洀攀⸀

一攀眀 猀攀渀琀攀渀挀椀渀最 最甀椀搀攀氀椀渀攀猀 
昀漀爀 洀漀琀漀爀椀渀最 漀昀昀攀渀挀攀猀 洀攀愀渀 
搀爀椀瘀攀爀猀 挀漀甀氀搀 昀愀挀攀 琀漀甀最栀攀爀 
瀀攀渀愀氀琀椀攀猀 椀昀 琀栀攀礀 愀爀攀 挀愀甀最栀琀 
猀瀀攀攀搀椀渀最 漀爀 搀爀椀渀欀ⴀ搀爀椀瘀椀渀最⸀

䐀爀椀瘀攀爀猀 挀漀甀氀搀 戀攀 昀椀渀攀搀 ꌀ㌀　　 
昀漀爀 琀愀欀椀渀最 琀栀攀椀爀 眀攀攀欀氀礀 爀攀猀琀 

戀爀攀愀欀猀 椀渀猀椀搀攀 琀栀攀椀爀 挀愀戀猀Ⰰ 甀渀搀攀爀 
最漀瘀攀爀渀洀攀渀琀 瀀氀愀渀猀 挀甀爀爀攀渀琀氀礀 

戀攀椀渀最 挀漀渀猀甀氀琀攀搀 漀渀⸀

刀椀挀栀愀爀搀 吀甀爀昀椀琀琀 栀愀猀 戀攀攀渀 
愀瀀瀀漀椀渀琀攀搀 愀猀 琀栀攀 渀攀眀 猀攀渀椀漀爀 

琀爀愀昀昀椀挀 挀漀洀洀椀猀猀椀漀渀攀爀Ⰰ 
爀攀瀀氀愀挀椀渀最 䈀攀瘀攀爀氀攀礀 䈀攀氀氀 眀栀攀渀 

猀栀攀 猀琀攀瀀猀 搀漀眀渀 椀渀 䨀甀渀攀⸀

刀攀洀漀瘀椀渀最 戀漀爀搀攀爀 挀漀渀琀爀漀氀猀 椀渀 
䌀愀氀愀椀猀 愀昀琀攀爀 䈀爀攀砀椀琀 眀椀氀氀 挀愀甀猀攀 
挀栀愀漀猀 昀漀爀 漀瀀攀爀愀琀漀爀猀 愀渀搀 

椀洀瀀愀挀琀 栀攀愀瘀椀氀礀 漀渀 昀攀爀爀礀 挀爀漀猀猀ⴀ
椀渀最猀Ⰰ 愀挀挀漀爀搀椀渀最 琀漀 琀栀攀 䘀吀䄀⸀

一䔀圀匀
⌀䬀攀攀瀀椀渀最夀漀甀伀渀吀栀攀刀漀愀搀 䴀愀礀 ㈀　㜀

刀攀愀搀 洀漀爀攀 漀瘀攀爀氀攀愀昀



刀漀琀栀攀爀愀 匀栀愀爀瀀 吀爀愀渀猀瀀漀爀琀 一攀眀猀氀攀琀琀攀爀

⌀䬀攀攀瀀椀渀最夀漀甀伀渀吀栀攀刀漀愀搀

圀栀椀氀猀琀 琀栀椀猀 眀椀氀氀 洀愀欀攀 氀椀昀攀 洀甀挀栀 攀愀猀椀攀爀 昀漀爀 琀栀漀猀攀 漀瀀攀爀愀琀椀渀最 眀椀琀栀椀渀 琀栀攀 猀挀栀攀洀攀Ⰰ 琀栀漀猀攀 眀栀漀 愀爀攀 漀甀琀猀椀搀攀 琀栀攀 猀挀栀攀洀攀 眀椀氀氀 爀攀洀愀椀渀 
猀甀戀樀攀挀琀 琀漀 渀漀爀洀愀氀 爀甀氀攀猀⸀ 䘀漀爀 琀栀漀猀攀 椀搀攀渀琀椀昀椀攀搀 愀猀 猀攀爀椀愀氀氀礀 渀漀渀 挀漀洀瀀氀椀愀渀琀Ⰰ 爀攀猀漀甀爀挀攀猀 眀椀氀氀 戀攀 昀爀攀攀搀 琀漀 搀攀愀氀 眀椀琀栀 搀爀椀瘀攀爀猀 愀渀搀 漀瀀攀爀愀琀漀爀猀 
昀愀猀琀攀爀 愀渀搀 眀椀琀栀 洀漀爀攀 瘀椀最漀甀爀⸀

䤀琀 椀猀 愀渀琀椀挀椀瀀愀琀攀搀Ⰰ 愀猀 眀椀琀栀 伀䌀刀匀Ⰰ 䘀伀刀匀 愀渀搀 漀琀栀攀爀 猀挀栀攀洀攀猀Ⰰ 挀甀猀琀漀洀攀爀猀 眀椀氀氀 猀漀漀渀 戀攀挀漀洀攀 愀眀愀爀攀 漀昀 䔀愀爀渀攀搀 刀攀挀漀最渀椀琀椀漀渀 愀渀搀 琀栀椀猀 眀椀氀氀 
戀攀挀漀洀攀 愀 瀀爀攀 爀攀焀甀椀猀椀琀攀 昀漀爀 洀愀渀礀 挀漀渀琀爀愀挀琀猀 戀攀椀渀最 愀眀愀爀搀攀搀⸀

䘀漀爀 氀愀爀最攀爀 伀瀀攀爀愀琀漀爀猀Ⰰ 椀琀 猀攀攀洀猀 琀漀 戀攀 愀渀 椀搀攀愀氀 眀愀礀 漀昀 戀爀椀渀最椀渀最 攀昀昀椀挀椀攀渀挀礀 椀渀琀漀 琀栀攀 猀礀猀琀攀洀⸀ 吀栀攀 䬀倀䤀猀 愀爀攀 渀漀琀 愀猀 眀攀氀氀 猀甀椀琀攀搀 琀漀 猀洀愀氀氀攀爀 
昀昀氀攀攀琀猀Ⰰ 眀栀攀爀攀 猀洀愀氀氀 戀爀攀愀挀栀攀猀 洀愀礀 愀洀漀甀渀琀 琀漀 愀 氀愀爀最攀爀 瀀攀爀挀攀渀琀愀最攀 漀昀 琀栀攀 漀瘀攀爀愀氀氀 昀椀最甀爀攀猀⸀ 匀漀洀攀 栀愀瘀攀 挀爀椀琀椀挀椀猀攀搀 琀栀攀 漀渀攀 猀椀稀攀 昀椀琀猀 愀氀氀 
洀漀搀攀氀 愀渀搀 椀琀 洀愀礀 攀瘀攀渀 戀攀 琀栀愀琀 椀琀 猀栀漀眀猀 琀漀漀 洀甀挀栀 搀椀猀挀爀攀琀椀漀渀 昀漀爀 琀栀漀猀攀 漀瀀攀爀愀琀椀渀最 氀愀爀最攀爀 ㈀　　⬀ 昀氀攀攀琀猀⸀ 

䤀琀 椀猀渀✀琀 挀氀攀愀爀 眀栀愀琀 瀀爀漀瀀漀爀琀椀漀渀 漀昀 琀栀攀 椀渀搀甀猀琀爀礀 眀椀氀氀 琀愀欀攀 琀栀攀 猀挀栀攀洀攀 甀瀀Ⰰ 愀渀搀 栀漀眀 攀愀猀椀氀礀 琀栀攀 䄀最攀渀挀礀 眀椀氀氀 戀攀 愀戀氀攀 琀漀 瀀爀漀挀攀猀猀 愀 氀愀爀最攀 
椀渀昀氀甀砀 漀昀 愀瀀瀀氀椀挀愀琀椀漀渀猀⸀ 圀攀 渀漀眀 眀愀椀琀 琀漀 猀攀攀 琀栀攀 漀甀琀挀漀洀攀 漀昀 琀栀攀 瀀椀氀漀琀 愀渀搀 氀漀漀欀 昀漀爀眀愀爀搀 琀漀 爀攀愀氀 椀渀昀漀爀洀愀琀椀漀渀 愀戀漀甀琀 栀漀眀 琀栀椀猀 眀椀氀氀 
戀攀挀漀洀攀 愀 爀攀愀氀椀琀礀 昀漀爀 伀瀀攀爀愀琀漀爀猀⸀

眀眀眀⸀欀攀攀瀀洀攀漀渀琀栀攀爀漀愀搀⸀挀漀⸀甀欀⼀戀氀漀最 

一攀眀猀 椀渀 䈀爀椀攀昀

伀甀爀 戀氀漀最 椀猀 甀瀀搀愀琀攀搀 眀攀攀欀氀礀 
漀渀 愀氀氀 洀愀琀琀攀爀猀  爀漀愀搀 琀爀愀渀猀瀀漀爀琀Ⰰ 
琀漀 欀攀攀瀀 礀漀甀 甀瀀搀愀琀攀搀 眀椀琀栀 琀栀攀 
氀愀琀攀猀琀 搀攀瘀攀氀漀瀀洀攀渀琀猀 椀渀 
氀攀最椀猀氀愀琀椀漀渀Ⰰ愀渀搀 栀攀氀瀀 礀漀甀 猀琀愀礀 
漀渀 琀栀攀 爀椀最栀琀 猀椀搀攀 漀昀 琀栀攀 氀愀眀⸀ 

伀瀀攀爀愀琀漀爀猀 愀爀攀 甀爀最攀搀 琀漀 愀搀漀瀀琀 洀攀愀猀甀爀攀猀 琀栀愀琀 
洀椀渀椀洀椀猀攀 搀爀椀瘀攀爀 搀椀猀琀爀愀挀琀椀漀渀猀Ⰰ 愀昀琀攀爀 愀 爀攀挀攀渀琀 挀愀猀攀 
漀昀 愀渀 䠀䜀嘀 搀爀椀瘀攀爀 琀栀愀琀 欀椀氀氀攀搀 昀漀甀爀 瀀攀漀瀀氀攀 眀栀椀氀攀 
猀挀爀漀氀氀椀渀最 琀栀爀漀甀最栀 洀甀猀椀挀 漀渀 栀椀猀 洀漀戀椀氀攀 瀀栀漀渀攀⸀

䌀愀氀氀猀 昀漀爀 琀栀攀 洀愀渀搀愀琀漀爀礀 爀攀瀀漀爀琀椀渀最 漀昀 
搀爀椀瘀攀爀猀 眀椀琀栀 瀀漀漀爀 攀礀攀猀椀最栀琀 琀漀 琀栀攀 䐀嘀䰀䄀 戀礀 
洀攀搀椀挀愀氀 瀀爀愀挀琀椀琀椀漀渀攀爀猀 栀愀瘀攀 戀攀攀渀 搀椀猀洀椀猀猀攀搀 
戀礀 琀栀攀 䜀攀渀攀爀愀氀 䴀攀搀椀挀愀氀 䌀漀甀渀挀椀氀⸀ 

䰀漀渀搀漀渀 愀渀搀 匀漀甀琀栀 䔀愀猀琀 吀䌀 匀愀爀愀栀 䈀攀氀氀 椀猀 眀愀爀渀椀渀最 
氀椀挀攀渀挀攀 栀漀氀搀攀爀猀 眀栀漀 瀀爀漀瘀椀搀攀 挀漀瘀攀爀 昀漀爀 搀椀猀焀甀愀氀椀昀椀攀搀 
漀瀀攀爀愀琀漀爀猀 琀栀愀琀 琀栀攀礀 昀愀挀攀 氀攀渀最琀栀礀 搀椀猀焀甀愀氀椀昀椀挀愀琀椀漀渀猀Ⰰ 
昀漀氀氀漀眀椀渀最 愀 倀䤀 琀栀愀琀 攀砀瀀漀猀攀搀 琀栀攀 瀀爀愀挀琀椀挀攀⸀

䘀爀漀渀琀 瀀愀最攀 愀爀琀椀挀氀攀 挀漀渀琀椀渀甀攀搀

䄀渀 䔀唀 䐀椀爀攀挀琀椀瘀攀 挀漀洀椀渀最 椀渀琀漀 攀昀昀攀挀琀 椀渀 䴀愀礀 
眀椀氀氀 愀氀氀漀眀 䔀甀爀漀瀀攀愀渀 挀漀甀渀琀爀椀攀猀 琀漀 甀猀攀 琀栀攀 
䐀嘀䰀䄀ᤠ猀 搀愀琀愀戀愀猀攀 琀漀 琀爀愀挀欀 搀漀眀渀 洀漀琀漀爀椀猀琀猀 
眀栀漀 挀漀洀洀椀琀 琀爀愀昀昀椀挀 漀昀昀攀渀挀攀猀 愀戀爀漀愀搀⸀
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Overhaul for Weights and Dimensions Rules

Frictionless movements of goods across borders is critical for the 
good of the UK economy after it leaves the European Union, 
according to industry representatives.

RHA chief executive Richard Burnett says the needs of the truck-
ing industry must take centre stage in Brexit negotiations and adds 
that simply relying on current customs and practices and applying 
them to UK/EU tthem to UK/EU traffic “risks delays of biblical proportions”.

Burnett adds: “We risk the chaos of Operation Stack becoming the 
norm and being replicated on the approach to every ferry port in 
Britain. A bad outcome for the UK road haulage industry will be a 
bad outcome for UK Plcs.”

The warning comes as the shipping industry raised concerns 
about how customs checks are organised after Brexit and that the 
countcountry was heading for catastrophe unless seamless borders at 
its ports were created.

Guy Platten, chief executive officer at the UK Chamber of Shipping, 
says: “I think the UK government gets it, but I am not so sure other 
countries do.

“It is a massive problem that we need to get solved. It is in the 
political gift to have a frictionless or not have a frictionless border. 
It is a human constIt is a human construct.”

The FTA has also pressed the Prime Minister on the issue; in a 
letter to Theresa May, FTA chief executive David Well says: “Be in 
no doubt that the disruption and dislocation of supply chains that 
such an abrupt change would bring would be an economic bad 
deal for the country, irrespective of other outcomes obtained.”

Trucks running on alternative fuels will be allowed to operate at 
up to an additional tonne from May, following a change to an EU 
Directive.

The update to the EU weights and dimensions rules also enables 
vehicles that carry equipment designed to cut emissions to run at 
up to 45-tonne gvw.

EU DiEU Directive 2015/719 allows trucks to operate at an increased 
length as well, to compensate for fuel-saving equipment.

Also included in the Directive is a requirement forcing shippers to 
declare the weight of their cargo to transport companies hauling 
freight within Europe.

Shippers must ensure hauliers are provided with information that 
the cargo’s weight and transport unit added to the weight of the 
ttruck and chassis do not exceed legal weight limits on the roads.

The new law is designed to prevent hauliers from inadvertently 
breaching road weight limit laws and places the onus on shippers 
to declare the cargo weight.

New Senior Traffic Commissioner 
Appointed to Replace Beverley Bell
Richard Turfitt has been appointed as the new senior traffic 
commissioner, replacing Beverley Bell when she steps down 
in June.

Turfitt has been traffic commissioner for the East of England 
since 2008, and has worked as a government prosecutor for 
over a decade.

TThe announcement by transport minister John Hayes follows 
the appointments of two new TCs to fill vacancies in the 
North East and North West regions.

Tim Blackmore OBE and Simon Evans will take up their new 
roles in May, replacing Kevin Rooney and Beverley Bell 
respectively.

Four new deputy traffic commissioners have also been 
appointedappointed: Mark Hinchliffe as DTC for the North East, Jayne 
Salt as DTC for the North West, Laura Thomas as DTC for the 
East of England and Hugh Olson as DTC for Scotland.

Turfitt, says: “There is no doubt that I have a hard act to 
follow and I want to thank Beverley for her work as senior 
traffic commissioner over the last five years. We have a 
strong, dedicated team of traffic commissioners and I look 
fforward to continuing that work with them, to support 
responsible, compliant operators and drivers and focus our 
scrutiny on those who pose serious risks to safety standards.”

 

Late payment and unrecovered debts 
are persistent problems for businesses. 
They can seriously disrupt cashflow 
and profit, and if left unresolved they 
threaten the profit, viability and survival 
of your business

Debt Recovery Specialists

Contact our Recoveries Manager
Terhi Sygrove for advice today

t.sygrove@rotherasharp.co.uk

0115 910 0600 
www.rotherasharp.co.uk

“We operate with a 
single goal: to help
you get what is right-
fully yours as quickly
and cost effectively
as possible”

Brexit Negotiations 
Must Prioritise Haulage 
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We’re here to help keep 
you on the road...
Our expert road transport legal team are best 
placed to give you competent and professional
advice on issues such as:

- Obtaining / Preserving an Operator’s Licence
- Defence of Prosecutions
- Representation at Public Inquiry
- Conditions of Carriage
- Contractual Disputes

Freephone 0800 046 3066
e: info@keepmeontheroad.co.uk

Drivers could be fined £300 for taking their weekly rest 
breaks inside their cabs, under government plans currently 
being consulted on.

The move follows an opinion provided in the European Court 
of Justice by Advocate General Tanchev, who says HGV drivers 
should take their 45-hour weekly rest away from their vehicles.

It is It is expected that the advice will be followed by the Court.

France has introduced fines for Operators allowing drivers to 
take the rest there and Belgium also targets drivers for what it 
believes is a breach of the rules.

Germany is in the process of enforcing rest away from cabs.

In the UK, DVSA has been accused of ignoring the 
legislation, despite significant numbers of foreign-registered 
lolorries parked up in laybys overnight and at weekends.

A spokesman for the enforcement agency says that the 
Department for Transport was “currently consulting with the 
industry and stakeholders over plans to enforce the EU rules 
and issue fixed penalties of £300.”

However, the Advocate’s opinion has split the industry, with 
some international hauliers claiming it will be prohibitive and 
ignoignores the modern comforts of hi-spec HGVs.

In contrast, the RHA says UK enforcement of the rule must 
begin immediately:

“We believe targeted enforcement will be seen as an 
extremely positive measure after many years of inaction on the 
issue of inappropriate weekend lorry parking”, says Duncan 
Buchanan, RHA deputy policy director. 

New sentencing guidelines for motoring offences came into 
effect in April, meaning drivers could face tougher penalties if 
they are caught speeding or drink-driving.

The changes bring motoring offences sentences in line with 
other more serious offences and also include careless driving, 
driving whilst disqualified, driving without insurance and 
ddriving or attempting to drive whilst unfit through drugs.

Second category drink-driving offences are now treated more 
seriously, giving courts scope to impose community orders in 
relation to breath readings of between 60-89 mgs of alcohol.

Previously, this category of offence was generally limited to a 
fine alongside the ban.

For the offence of being in charge of a vehicle with excess 
alcoholalcohol, courts are encouraged to more readily consider 
disqualification as a starting points for higher readings.

Following a consultation arguing that the guidelines for 
speeding did not properly take into account the increase in 
harm that correlates with an increase in speed, the new 
guidelines now place a stronger emphasis on disqualifications 
rather than points, once the offence falls outside the lowest 
bbracket.

The RAC says it welcomes the changes; however a spokesman 
adds: “While greater sentences for excessive speeders are 
obviously a deterrent, the best deterrent of all is more effective
enforcement.”

Weekly Rest Breaks Rules 
Come Under Scrutiny

Penalties Toughen Up 
for Motoring Offences


